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Brahma ca kshatram ca
Ubhe Bhavata Odanah;
Mrtyuryasyopasechanam ka
Itta Veda yatra sah
(25) Of who, the Brahmana and the Kshatriya classes
are (as it were) but cooked rice and death itself a condi-
ment (or pickle), how can one thus know where that
Atman is !!
(Thus ends the Second Valli of the First Chapter).
The Supreme Reality, which is the Self, sought by
the seekers is the presiding Factor that makes possible
the worlds of names and forms to exist and function.
Truth envelops all Jagat. The inert and realities
dead shadow can work themselves out only in a
medium of Pure Consciousness or Pure Existence.
The perceived worlds of names and forms can exist
only in Existence. This idea is poetically hinted at
in this Mantra when it says that even the Brahmana
and the Kshatriya classes, who are considered to be
the very best among men (and man is the very roof-
and-crown of things), are but mere cooked rice to be
swallowed and digested with comfort and ease by
the Supreme ! In short, all the manifested world
is but a morsel for Him to be digested within a few
moments ! And to such a Supreme, even the threat-
ening process of death is but a pickle that adds extra
taste to Its appetite !